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No. 40, December 2015 
 

 

 
PresidentsΩ Report 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I celebrated a significant birthday recently and someone 
said life is like a roll of toilet paper; the closer you get to 
the end the faster it goes, and this year certainly has 
flown! 
 
I can tell I have been on a few trips this year by the 
number of photos on my hard drive.  It takes a bit of 
effort to keep them all sorted. 
 
I have spent quite a bit of time this year exploring our 
closest piece of forest to Hamilton - Mt Pirongia.  DOC 
opened their new hut earlier in the year and I managed 
to stay up there a cƻǳǇƭŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻΦ  LǘΩs really popular 
so if you do go take your tent.  I have also been on a 
couple of trips to Central Clearing up the Bell Track, 
stopping off on our tallest native tree on the way ς the 
ƪŀƘƛƪŀǘŜŀΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ сс ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ 
of king fern along the side track to the tree, and plenty at 
the lookout point.  I stayed with a group of friends at 
Kaniwhaniwha camp at Labour weekend ς a great spot 
only 40 minutes from the road end, and the Nikau Loop 
track has some glow worms to check out as a night walk.  
Back in January the Auckland Botanical Society was doing 
some exploring in the area and found some 
Ophioglossum (not sure which species) near the cave.  I 
hope to go and have a look for it in January next year. 
 
As usual a highlight of the botanical year is the yearly 
pilgrimage down to the East Cape with our sister 
organisation; the Rotorua Botanical Society.  Tim Senior 
has a lovely bach at Whanarua Bay where we stay.  This year we made it right out the East Cape and were 
shown around by Graeme Atkins (local DOC ranger). We have put together a program for next year but there 
are still some months with nothing on so if you would like to run a trip or have a trip idea please get in contact 
with me. 
 

Plantago picta out on the headland at East 
Cape.  Photo: K. Jones 
 

Mazus novaezeelandiae subsp. impolitus f. 
hirtus  (Nationally Critical) growing in a 
paddock near East Cape. Photo: K. Jones 
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Threatened Native Plant Garden Update 
 
By Kris Kramer-Walter 

 
On the last Saturday of October we had a much need spring clean in the threatened plant garden (before and 
after pictures included). Plans for 2016 include getting metal tags or labels for each of the plants in the garden, 
and the possibility of adding a Kunzea tenuicaulisΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ tŜǘŜǊ ŘŜ [ŀƴƎŜΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Kunzea, is now 
classed as a threatened species. Previous transplants of the Sporadanthus ferrugineus from the old garden in 
the glasshouse complex have failed, most likely due to the recent hot dry summers. Therefore, I will be talking 
to University of Waikato grounds staff to see if we can find a place around the university lake margins, where 
the rush will stand a better chance of surviving the summers, and will be more easily accessible and viewable. 
If anyone has any suggestions for new plants we can add, let me know at kkramerwalter@gmail.com 
 
Have a great Christmas everyone! 

 

 
Before the spring clean (left) and after (right) Photos: K. Kramer-Walter 

 
Table Mountain - 28 February ς 1 March 2015 

By Michael Clearwater 

 

Table Mountain is an outstanding but rarely visited feature of the Kauaeranga Conservation Area.  The 

mountain is a large andesite mass with, as the name suggests, a flat top that is very poorly drained (Burns, 

1985; Hayward, 1974). The summit plateau is 800-820 m in elevation and is blanketed in a layer of nutrient-

poor saturated organic material, sand and silt at least 1.5 m deep (Botany Division, 1983). The resulting 

vegetation resembles forests normally found much further south in New Zealand, and includes several rare 

and endemic species. The purpose of our visit was to provide DOC with an update on the vegetation of the 

area, and to check on the condition of the resident Sinclair's Tamingi (Epacris sinclairii) population.  

The mountain is notoriously inaccessible, with the tracks across closed some 15 years ago because of their 

boggy and degraded state. The thick undergrowth of sedges and cutty grass, and many fallen and prostrate 

trees, also makes travel difficult. The mountain can be reached from Waiora Track in West, and via Mount 

mailto:kkramerwalter@gmail.com
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Rowe in the East, but in both cases the approach requires several hours of walking before reaching the plateau. 

We decided to fly to the Moss Creek campsite, and approach via Mount Rowe, with the cost of the helicopter 

shared amongst the Department of Conservation, the Society and party members. 

The party of 11 (Kevin Carter ς Trip Leader, 

Thomas Emmitt, Catherine Beard, John 

Dodgson, Virginia Shaw, Paul Cashmore, 

Mike Clearwater, Jackson Efford, Rebecca 

Bylsma, Ron Vautier and Kerry Jones) 

assembled at CatƭŜȅΩǎ /ŀƳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ 

Saturday morning, waiting expectantly for 

the helicopter to arrive from Skywork 

Helicopters in Thames. The flight in afforded 

spectacular views of the many rocky bluffs 

and peaks so characteristic of the area, 

prompting speculation on the plants we 

would find growing on them, if only they 

could be reached! After landing and setting 

up camp at the old Moss Creek hut site, the 

party set out for the mountain via the Moss 

Creek and Mount Rowe tracks. Two species 

lists were prepared on the first day, one for the approach over Mt Rowe, and the second for the distinct 

vegetation of the plateau. 

The plants near camp quickly absorbed our 

attention ς regenerating from a history of 

disturbance by logging and mining, the 

canopy included kauri, yellow-silver pine, 

silver pine, towai, manuka, Griselinia, 

QuintiniaΣ IŀƭƭΩǎ ǘƻǘŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƳǳΦ ¢ƘŜ 

distinctive Coprosma dodonaefolia, with 

mottled yellow green leaves, was abundant 

and often laden with large red fruit.  Along 

the track we walked through a carpet of 

Lycopodium laterale, the forked sundew 

Drosera binata and patches of Sphaghnum 

moss. The diminutive Libertia micrantha 

perched on better drained mounds and 

stumps. Time was lost as we tested whether 

we needed to leave the track and head 

directly for Mt Rowe, but repelled by dense kauri grass (Astelia trinervia) and giant Gahnia, we thankfully 

chose to stay on the track. The track to the summit of Mt Rowe is maintained, and ends at a trig with clear 

views of the Pinnacles, Table Mountain Plateau, and other parts of the Coromandel.  From Mt Rowe to the 

plateau there is no permanent track; careful navigation is required to follow a route which is marked in places.  

As we traversed towards the plateau, notable plants included Mida salicifolia, the handsome Archeria 

racemosa, and Cordyline banksii, with what seemed like unusually large leaves. Dracophyllum patens and D. 

latifolium were both common, but in contrast to previous visitors we did not notice any D. traversii. 

Pseudopanax species include P. laetus, with distinctive purple petioles and large glossy leaves, along with P. 

Table Mountain viewed from the trig on Mount Rowe 
Photo: M. Clearwater 
 

Botanising amongst the jumble of yellow silver pine stems 

on the plateau. Photo: M. Clearwater 
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colensoi and P. discolor. Epiphytic filmy ferns included Hymenophyllum lyalli and H. armstrongii, as well as the 

bristle fern Abrodictyum strictum.  A sapling of narrow leaved maire (Nestegis montana) was found near the 

track, a species not noted by Graeme Jane and John Smith-Dodsworth on previous visits.  Comb fern (Schizaea 

fistulosa) was spotted on the way up, and on the plateau itself. 

As the plateau of Table Mountain was reached, the 

canopy became dominated by yellow silver pine.  Many 

of these trees have fallen, presumably because of the 

boggy substrate, but have continued growth, resulting in 

prostrate trunks with multiple upright shoots growing at 

a wide variety of angles. Other important members of 

the canopy and sub-canopy include southern rata, 

tawari, and in some areas, more frequent silver pine. 

Scattered Quintinia and towai were found, along with 

the occasional small kauri and rimu, all species which are 

more abundant as larger trees near the better drained 

edges of the plateau (Botany Division, 1983).  The 

undergrowth is dense in places, and dominated by the 

giant (and often very sharp) sedges Ghania xanthocarpa 

and G. setifolia, the smaller G. paucifloria, and the 

gentler Machaerina sinclairii. Kauri grass adds to the mix 

of sharp edged monocots. Kiokio (Blechnum novae-

zelandiae) is also abundant, particularly where the track 

was previously broad and muddy. Mounds of 

Dicranaloma and other mosses and liverworts cover the ground. The short stature and jumbled arrangement 

of the canopy trees, combined with the thick undergrowth and boggy substrate, made travelling across the 

ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ΨŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ - but we were able to follow the remnants of an old track for much of the way, 

and the fascinating appearance and atmosphere of the vegetation was well worth the effort. 

As we neared the Epacris area the attractive 

Pimelia longifolia caused some delay, with long 

glossy leaves and recently finished flowers. Soon 

after we found ourselves amongst a large number 

of Epacris sinclairii plants, also an attractive shrub 

with a distinctive leaf shape and venation. In the 

short time available a survey was conducted, with 

the party working together to count all plants 

into size classes for DOC records. Many large 

plants were found, mostly growing on moss 

mounds, with seed capsules and old flowers. 

Smaller size classes and seedlings were also easy 

to find, suggesting the population was still 

healthy.  

Aware that we risked running out of daylight, we 

completed the survey and immediately began to retrace our steps back to our Moss Creek campsite. Unusual 

finds in the bog forest on the way back included a single plant of the naturally uncommon Celmisia adamsii, 

growing in the mud on the track ς a plant normally colonising more open rocky crags on the Coromandel, and 

less interesting but looking just as lonely, a single plant of the common weed catsear (Hypochaeris radicata). 

Pimelea longifolia, recently finished flowering, Table 

Mountain. Photo: M. Clearwater 

 

Epacris sinclairii, Table Mountain. Photo: M. 

Clearwater 
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!ǎ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴǘƻ aǘ wƻǿŜΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀ ΨCƛǘōƛǘΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘǊŀŎƪŜǊ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ 

presumably torn from the wrist of previous visitor. Against the odds, the gadget was later reunited with its 

Auckland based owner after some online-ǎƭŜǳǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎŜƻŎŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ōƭƻƎ ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ him eating 

Ƙƛǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΣ Ŧƛǘōƛǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǎǘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ΨǿƻǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ς a reference 

to the thick vegetation and deep mud of the plateau.  

On day two the group decided to follow a bearing of 240° from the campsite towards an area of patchy 

vegetation, a suspected burn site, visible in aerial photographs. A third species list was recorded for this walk. 

The route took us through yellow silver pine and kauri forest, including prostrate (but still growing) kauri 

around 1 m in diameter. Interesting finds included the large leaved climbing rata Metrosideros albiflora, and 

additional colonies of Abrodictyum strictum, Hymenophyllum armstrongii, and H. lyallii. We also encountered 

a relatively flat area with moss mounds resembling those on Table Mountain, prompting an enthusiastic but 

unsuccessful hunt for a new Epacris population. Our target destination was confirmed as an area of previously 

ōǳǊƴǘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻƭƻƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ƳņƴǳƪŀΣ ƪŀǳǊƛΣ ƪŀǳǊƛ ƎǊŀǎǎΣ Lycopodium laterale, yellow silver 

pine, Drosera, Gleichinia dicarpa and Machaerina tenax. The group then returned to camp to prepare for the 

arrival of the helicopter.  

As we waited for our lift out, we noted the 

general lack of ungulate browsing or pig 

sign in the area.  No wasps were seen on 

the trip, but two stray dogs were briefly 

encountered, possums were present at 

the camp, and there was a notable lack of 

a dawn chorus and few bird calls in 

general. Gorse was found scattered at the 

campsite, and royal fern, found next to 

the DOC shelter, was removed before we 

departed. 
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The Ministry of Works prepares the Moss Creek helipad for 

departure, with logged over forest visible in the background. 

Photo: C. Beard 
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Table top/Plateau species list 
  

Gymnosperm trees and shrubs  

 
Agathis australis kauri, kauri pine 

Dacrydium cupressinum rimu, red pine 

Lepidothamnus intermedius Yellow silver pine 

Phyllocladus toatoa Toatoa 

  

Monocotyledonous lianes  

 
Ripogonum scandens Supplejack, kareao 

  

Dicotyledonous lianes and related trailing plants  

 
Metrosideros perforata rata 

  

Dicotyledonous trees and shrubs  

 
Alseuosmia macrophylla Toropapa, Karapapa 

Archeria racemosa  

Brachyglottis kirkii var. angustior kohurangi, Kirk's tree daisy 

Coprosma colensoi  

Coprosma dodonaeifolia  

Coprosma grandifolia 
kanono, manono, large-leaved coprosma, 
raurekau 

Corokia buddleioides korokio 

Dracophyllum latifolium neinei, needle-leaved neinei, spider wood 

Dracophyllum patens Great Barrier Inaka 

Dracophyllum traversii mountain neinei, grass tree, pineapple tree 

Elaeocarpus dentatus var. dentatus hinau 

Epacris sinclairii Sinclair's Tamingi 

Griselinia littoralis broadleaf, kapuka, papauma 

Ixerba brexioides Tawari, whakou (flowers) 

Leptospermum scoparium var. scoparium manuka, tea tree, kahikatoa 

Leucopogon fasciculatus Mingimingi, tall mingimingi 

Metrosideros umbellata Southern rata 

Myrsine salicina Toro 

Olearia rani var. rani heketara 

Pimelea longifolia taranga, long-leaved pimelea 

Pseudopanax colensoi var. colensoi Mountain five-finger, three finger 

Pseudopanax discolor  

Quintinia serrata Tawheowheo, quintinia 

Raukaua simplex haumakoroa 

Weinmannia silvicola towai, tawhero 
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Lycophytes  

 
Lycopodiella lateralis  

Phlegmariurus varius clubmoss 

  

 

 

 

Ferns  

 
Abrodictyum strictum Erect bristle fern 

Asplenium flaccidum Drooping spleenwort, hanging spleenwort 

Blechnum novae-zelandiae kiokio, horokio, palm leaf fern 

Cardiomanes reniforme Kidney fern, Konehu, Kopakopa, Raurenga 

Cyathea dealbata silver fern, ponga 

Dicksonia squarrosa rough tree fern, harsh tree fern, wheki 

Gleichenia dicarpa tangle fern, swamp umbrella fern 

Hymenophyllum armstrongii Filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum lyallii Filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum multifidum Much-divided filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum sanguinolentum Filmy fern, Piripiri 

Lindsaea trichomanoides  

Lygodium articulatum 
mangemange, bushman's mattress, 
makamaka 

Notogrammitis billardierei common strap fern 

Notogrammitis ciliata strapfern 

Schizaea fistulosa comb fern 

Tmesipteris tannensis Fork Fern 

  

Orchids  

 
Acianthus sinclairii heart-leaved orchid, pixie cap 

Earina autumnalis Easter orchid, raupeka 

Earina mucronata bamboo orchid, peka-a-waka, spring earina 

Nematoceras acuminatum Spider Orchid 

Pterostylis banksii Tutukiwi, Greenhood 

Thelymitra longifolia White Sun Orchid 

Thelymitra pauciflora sun orchid 

  

Sedges  

 
Carex dissita Forest Sedge 

Gahnia pauciflora cutting sedge 

Gahnia setifolia mapere, Gahnia, giant Gahnia, razor sedge 

Gahnia xanthocarpa Gahnia, mapere 

Machaerina sinclairii Machaerina 

Schoenus maschalinus dwarf bog rush 
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Monocotyledonous herbs  

 
Astelia solandri Perching lily, kaiwharawhara 

Astelia trinervia Kauri grass 

Libertia micrantha Native Iris, Mikoikoi 

  

 

Dicotylednous Herbs - composites  

 
Celmisia adamsii var. adamsii Adams daisy 

Hypochaeris radicata* catsear 

  

Dicotyledonous herbs other than composites  

 
Luzuriaga parviflora  

Nertera depressa Nertera, bead plant, fruiting duckweed 

 
 

Bush bash South-west from Moss Creek campsite species list 
  

Gymnosperm trees and shrubs  
 
Agathis australis kauri, kauri pine 

Dacrydium cupressinum rimu, red pine 

Lepidothamnus intermedius Yellow silver pine 

Manoao colensoi silver pine, manoao 

Phyllocladus toatoa Toatoa 

Prumnopitys ferruginea Miro, brown pine 

  

Monocotyledonous trees and shrubs  
 
Cordyline banksii ti ngahere, cabbage tree, ti rakau 

  

  

Dicotyledonous lianes and related trailing plants 
 
Metrosideros albiflora white rata, rata, aka 

Metrosideros perforata rata 

  
Dicotyledonous trees and shrubs 
  

Alseuosmia macrophylla Toropapa, Karapapa 

Archeria racemosa None known 

Brachyglottis kirkii var. angustior kohurangi, Kirk's tree daisy 

Coprosma dodonaeifolia  

Coprosma grandifolia kanono, manono, large-leaved coprosma, raurekau 

Coprosma robusta karamu, glossy karamu 
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Corokia buddleioides korokio 

Dracophyllum latifolium neinei, needle-leaved neinei, spider wood 

Elaeocarpus dentatus var. dentatus hinau 

Geniostoma ligustrifolium var. ligustrifolium hangehange 

Griselinia littoralis broadleaf, kapuka, papauma 

Hebe stricta var. stricta koromiko 

Ixerba brexioides Tawari, whakou (flowers) 

Leptospermum scoparium var. scoparium manuka, tea tree, kahikatoa 

Leucopogon fasciculatus Mingimingi, tall mingimingi 

Metrosideros umbellata Southern rata 

Myrsine salicina Toro 

Nestegis cunninghammii black maire 

Olearia townsonii Coromandel tree daisy 

Pseudopanax colensoi var. colensoi Mountain five-finger, three finger 

Pseudopanax discolor  

Pseudowintera colorata Red horopito, mountain horopito, alpine peppertree 

Quintinia serrata Tawheowheo, quintinia 

Rubus cissoides Tataramoa, bush lawyer 

Toronia toru toru, toro, toto, mihimihi 

Ulex europaeus* gorse 

Weinmannia silvicola towai, tawhero 

  

Lycophytes  
 
Lycopodiella lateralis  

Lycopodium deuterodensum clubmoss 

Lycopodium volubile climbing clubmoss, waewaekoukou 

Phlegmariurus varius clubmoss 

  

Ferns  
 
Abrodictyum strictum Erect bristle fern 

Asplenium flaccidum Drooping spleenwort, hanging spleenwort 

Asplenium polyodon sickle spleenwort 

Blechnum fraseri  

Blechnum novae-zelandiae kiokio, horokio, palm leaf fern 

Blechnum procerum small kiokio 

Cardiomanes reniforme Kidney fern, Konehu, Kopakopa, Raurenga 

Dicksonia squarrosa rough tree fern, harsh tree fern, wheki 

Gleichenia dicarpa tangle fern, swamp umbrella fern 

Hymenophyllum armstrongii Filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum dilatatum Filmy fern, Matua mauku 

Hymenophyllum lyallii Filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum multifidum Much-divided filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum rarum filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum revolutum Filmy fern 
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Hymenophyllum sanguinolentum Filmy fern, Piripiri 

Lindsaea trichomanoides  

Lygodium articulatum mangemange, bushman's mattress, makamaka 

Notogrammitis billardierei common strap fern 

Notogrammitis ciliata strapfern 

Notogrammitis heterophylla comb fern 

Rumohra adiantiformis leathery shield fern, florists fern 

Tmesipteris tannensis Fork Fern 

  
 
 
Orchids  
 
Acianthus sinclairii heart-leaved orchid, pixie cap 

Dendrobium cunninghamii Winika, pekapeka, Christmas orchid, bamboo orchid 

Earina autumnalis Easter orchid, raupeka 

Pterostylis banksii Tutukiwi, Greenhood 

Thelymitra pauciflora sun orchid 

  
 
 
Grasses  
 
Agrostis capillaris* browntop 

Austroderia fulvida Toetoe 

Rytidosperma sp. bristle grass 

  

Sedges  
 
Gahnia xanthocarpa Gahnia, mapere 

Machaerina tenax  

  

Rushes and allied plants  
 
Juncus effusus var. effusus*  leafless rush 

  

Monocotyledonous herbs  
 
Astelia fragrans Bush flax, bush lilly, kakaha 

Astelia trinervia Kauri grass 

Dianella nigra turutu, New Zealand blueberry, inkberry 

Libertia micrantha Native Iris, Mikoikoi 

  

Dicotyledonous herbs other than Composites 
 
Drosera binata sundew 

Gonocarpus incanus  

Nertera dichondrifolia  
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Moss Creek - Table Top Mountain species list 
  

Gymnosperm trees and shrubs  

 
Agathis australis kauri, kauri pine 

Dacrydium cupressinum rimu, red pine 

Lepidothamnus intermedius Yellow silver pine 

Phyllocladus toatoa Toatoa 

Podocarpus cunninghamii 
Mountain totara, Hall's totara, thin-barked totara, totara-
kiri-kotukutuku 

Prumnopitys ferruginea Miro, brown pine 

  

Monocotyledonous trees and shrubs  

 
Cordyline banksii ti ngahere, cabbage tree, ti rakau 

  

Monocotyledonous lianes   

 
Ripogonum scandens Supplejack, kareao 

  

Dicotyledonous lianes and related trailing plants 

 
Clematis paniculata white clematis, puawananga 

Parsonsia heterophylla New Zealand jasmine 

  

Dicotyledonous trees and shrubs  

 
Alseuosmia macrophylla Toropapa, Karapapa 

Archeria racemosa None known 

Beilschmiedia tawa Tawa 

Brachyglottis kirkii var. angustior kohurangi, Kirk's tree daisy 

Coprosma colensoi  

Coprosma dodonaeifolia  

Coprosma grandifolia kanono, manono, large-leaved coprosma, raurekau 

Corokia buddleioides korokio 

Dracophyllum latifolium neinei, needle-leaved neinei, spider wood 

Dracophyllum patens Great Barrier Inaka 

Dracophyllum traversii mountain neinei, grass tree, pineapple tree 

Elaeocarpus dentatus var. dentatus hinau 

Gaultheria antipoda bush snowberry, fool's beech 

Griselinia littoralis broadleaf, kapuka, papauma 

Hebe stricta var. stricta koromiko 

Hedycarya arborea Porokaiwhiri, Pigeonwood 

Ixerba brexioides Tawari, whakou (flowers) 

Knightia excelsa Rewarewa, NZ honeysuckle 
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Laurelia novae-zelandiae Pukatea 

Leptospermum scoparium var. scoparium manuka, tea tree, kahikatoa 

Leucopogon fasciculatus Mingimingi, tall mingimingi 

Metrosideros umbellata Southern rata 

Mida salicifolia willow-leaved maire, maire taike 

Myrsine salicina Toro 

Nestegis montana narrow-leaved maire 

Olearia rani var. rani heketara 

Pseudopanax colensoi var. colensoi Mountain five-finger, three finger 

Pseudopanax discolor  

Pseudopanax laetus None known 

Pseudowintera axillaris Lowland horopito, lowland pepper tree 

Quintinia serrata Tawheowheo, quintinia 

Raukaua simplex  

Toronia toru toru, toro, toto, mihimihi 

Weinmannia silvicola towai, tawhero 

  

Lycophytes  

 
Lycopodiella lateralis  

Lycopodium deuterodensum clubmoss 

Lycopodium volubile climbing clubmoss, waewaekoukou 

Phlegmariurus varius clubmoss 

  

Ferns  

 
Abrodictyum strictum Erect bristle fern 

Asplenium bulbiferum Hen and chicken fern, pikopiko, mother spleenwort 

Asplenium flaccidum Drooping spleenwort, hanging spleenwort 

Asplenium polyodon sickle spleenwort 

Blechnum fraseri  

Blechnum novae-zelandiae kiokio, horokio, palm leaf fern 

Blechnum procerum small kiokio 

Cardiomanes reniforme Kidney fern, Konehu, Kopakopa, Raurenga 

Cyathea dealbata silver fern, ponga 

Cyathea smithii katote, Smiths tree fern, soft tree fern 

Dicksonia squarrosa rough tree fern, harsh tree fern, wheki 

Gleichenia microphylla carrier tangle fern, parasol fern 

Hymenophyllum armstrongii Filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum lyallii Filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum multifidum Much-divided filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum rarum filmy fern 

Hymenophyllum revolutum Filmy fern 

Lindsaea trichomanoides  

Lygodium articulatum mangemange, bushman's mattress 

Notogrammitis billardierei common strap fern 
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Notogrammitis ciliata strapfern 

Notogrammitis heterophylla comb fern 

Paesia scaberula Lace fern, Ring fern, Scented fern 

Rumohra adiantiformis leathery shield fern, florists fern 

Sticherus cunninghamii Umbrella fern, Waekura, Tapuwae kotuku 

Tmesipteris tannensis Fork Fern 

  

Orchids  

 
Acinanthus sinclairii heart-leaved orchid, pixie cap 

Chiloglottis cornuta bird orchid, ant orchid 

Dendrobium cunninghamii Winika, pekapeka, Christmas orchid, bamboo orchid 

Earina autumnalis Easter orchid, raupeka 

Earina mucronata bamboo orchid, peka-a-waka, spring earina 

Pterostylis banksii Tutukiwi, Greenhood 

  

Grasses  

 
Austroderia fulvida Toetoe 

Microlaena avenacea bush rice grass, oat grass 

Rytidosperma sp. bristle grass 

  

Sedges  

 
Carex dissita Forest Sedge 

Eleocharis gracilis slender spike sedge 

Gahnia setifolia mapere, Gahnia, giant Gahnia, razor sedge 

Gahnia xanthocarpa Gahnia, mapere 

Isolepis prolifer None Known 

Isolepis reticularis None Known 

Machaerina sinclairii Machaerina 

Machaerina tenax  

Schoenus maschalinus dwarf bog rush 

Uncinia rupestris bastard grass, hook sedge 

Uncinia uncinata bastard grass, hook sedge, kamu, matau-a-maui 

  

Rushes and allied plants  

 
Juncus effusus var. effusus* leafless rush 

Juncus tenuis subsp. tenuis* track rush 

  

Monocotyledonous herbs  

 
Astelia fragrans Bush flax, bush lilly, kakaha 

Astelia solandri Perching lily, kaiwharawhara 

Astelia trinervia Kauri grass 

Collospermum microspermum  
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Dianella nigra turutu, New Zealand blueberry, inkberry 

Libertia micrantha Native Iris, Mikoikoi 

  

Dicotyledonous herbs other than Composites  

 
Drosera binata forked sundew 

Nertera depressa Nertera, bead plant, fruiting duckweed 

Nertera dichondrifolia  

  

Mosses 

  

Campylopus introflexus  

Catharomnion ciliatum  

Cladomnion ericoides  

Cyathophorum bulbosum  

Dawsonia superba  

Dicranoloma billardierei  

Dicranoloma menziesii  

Hypnodendron menziesii  

Leucobryum javense  

Ptychomnion aciculare  

  

Liverworts   

 
Bazzania adnexa  

Pallavicinia sp.  

Schistochila appendiculata  

Trichocolea mollissima  
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The Awaroa Ganoderma hunt ς May 10 2015 

By Kathryn Row and Michael Clearwater. Images by Kathryn Row and Yanbin Deng 

 

Only three specimens of the Ganoderma sp. we were seeking have ever been seen. These were discovered by 
Reg Bell; a fungi enthusiast from the Awaroa area, between 1969 to 1972. Unfortunately the exact location he 
found them is not known, so we were left with a very large potential search area. Thomas chose some likely 
spots along Kaimango Road and our very able guide, Landcare fungi expert Peter Buchanan, described for us 
some of the defining characteristics to look for. He even brought along one of the three original specimens for 
us to see. 

Ganoderma is a bracket fungi 
growing out from the trunk of a tree 
like a shelf (or bracket). G. 
applanatum, the species most 
commonly seen in the forest is fan-
shaped with a hard dull grey to 
brown upper surface and a pale pore 
under surface. It gets its name of 
Artist Porebracket or Artists Conk 
from the drawings which can be 
scratched in the under surface. 

Peter explained that the 
undescribed Ganoderma sp., 
classified as nationally critical, was 
likely to be lightweight and soft, the 
result of relatively fast growth. It 
should also have a glossy upper 
surface, even when dry, because it 

belongs to a lacquer producing group 
of ganoderms, unlike the other more 
common NZ species we were likely to 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΦ wŜƎ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 
Ψƻƴ ǇǳƪŀǘŜŀΣ ƴŜŀǊ tƛǊƻƴƎƛŀΩΦ tŜǘŜǊ 
suggest the host range was not likely 
to broad ς our goal was therefore to 
locate and examine dead or dying 
pukatea (Laurelia novae-zelandiae) 
for any signs of the elusive fungis. 

Ganoderma applanatum, with white undersurface 

 

Ganoderma applanatum Ψ!Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ /ƻƴƪΩ 

 



16 
 

The search began at a track 
junction with road near the Orakei 
stream head, with the group 
walking the track then into the 
gully in search of pukatea. All of 
the pukatea in the area were 
confined as usual to the gulleys, 
with none present on ridges. The 
terrain was quite steep, making it 
difficult to locate the trees in the 
dense undergrowth and thick 
supplejack. The target even briefly 
switched to finding members of 
our party after several, perhaps 
paying too much attention to 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǳƴƎŀƭ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ 
to become disoriented within 100 
m of the road. Some live trees 
with hollow centres were found, 
but few dead trees were located. 

Many Ganoderma brackets were found on other species, but none had the morphology we were looking for. 

The tall forest in the area included tawa, pukatea, miro, totara, rimu, kamahi, mangeo, tawheowheo (Quintinia 
serrata), the tree ferns Cyathea medullaris, C. dealbata, C. smithii, and Dicksonia squarrosa. Abundant 
regeneration was occurring in disturbed areas, with no sign of browsing animals, and lots of pukatea saplings 
in the gulleys. Scrub along the road and tracksides included lancewood, several species of lycophyte, Hebe, 
Coprosma, manuka, cabbage trees and ferns. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŀƴƻŘŜǊƳŀ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳƴƎƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ! ŦŜǿ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

We saw many Wood-ear jelly fungi (Auricularia cornea) with its flabby brown ear-like appearance. Large 
quantities of this edible fungis were exported to China in the late 1800s to early 1900s from the Taranaki 

district, where supplies were abundant as a 
result of forest clearance providing ample 
habitat on dead trees. 

Interest was sparked by Peter pointing out 
Favoluschia calocera, the invasive orange 
pore fungis, on branches and logs. This small 
kidney shaped fungis with its distinctive 
orange colour was first noted in New Zealand 
in 1969, after arriving from asia or 
Madagascar. Since then it has spread 
throughout the country, competing with the 
native white Favoluschia.  

We did not see any of the striking blue 
pinkgill Entoloma hochstetteri, although we 
did see grey-brown pinkgill Entoloma 
aromaticum. Peter pointed out to us that E. 
hochstetteri is featured on our $50 note 

Peter Buchanan points out the features of the Awaroa Ganoderma 
before the hunt began 

 

Auricularia cornea, the wood ear jelly fungus 

 


